Midland ISD Education Foundation
Grants For Great Ideas – Funded

1. TASK IT! – Ellen Boyd – Abell Junior High School – Campus-wide
Eight graders will participate in a grade level cross-curricular project by researching, evaluating, designing, and producing a durable task box for use in our campus Life Skills Unit.  The project encourages development of higher level thinking skills necessary to succeed on the 8th grade TAKS test.

  
$2500
2. Capturing Kids’ Hearts – Karen Johnson – Burnet Elementary School – Campus-wide
There exists a lack of engagement with the learning process on the part of many students.  We propose to train our entire staff in the transformational process of Capturing Kids’ Hearts, providing them with the tools needed to motivate, capture, and inspire our students to reach their full potential. 

$6000

3. Webster on Wheels – Debra Stewart – Emerson Elementary School – Campus-wide
I propose to purchase notebook dictionaries and thesauruses.  The materials that are readily available at home are not necessarily kid-friendly.  It poses a problem in all subjects not having continuity using different dictionaries and thesauruses.  Students need access to these reference books and need the material to be universal.

$832

4. Elementary, My Dear Einstein – Pam McClure – Greathouse Elementary – Campus-wide
Providing students with an opportunity to become actively involved in “hands-on” science in a lab setting will expose students to the scientific method and enhance concept mastery. Students will analyze and evaluate their learning and apply it beyond the Elementary TAKS Science Test to real-world situations.  
            $3240

5. A+ Home Connection – Mike Seerey – Coleman High School – Campus-wide
Due to childbirth, pregnant students go through loss of continuous instruction. If placed on A+ prior to childbirth, the A+ computer program will allow students complete continuity on their classes.  The laptop computers would allow a pilot program to provide continuity in instructional services and daily academic monitoring.  

$3000

6. Celebrations of Light – Patty Smith –District-wide
Not all students enjoy lives filled with caring adults and print rich environments.  They must learn skills of conveying messages to others outside the family circle and most importantly, be nurtured in believing that they all possess stories worth sharing.  Telling and writing stories fosters the belief that everyone can succeed. 

$2500
7. The Greenhouse Effect – Christy Tynes – DDAEP - District Disciplinary Alternative  

       Education Placement – Campus-wide


Helping students become involved with our community and - as a result mature into respectful,  

      productive members of society is the aim of this request.  The project will tie in school sponsored 
      activities to support community-centered events; in essence, a way in which these students can “give 
     back” to their community.  Students will design personalized plant and flower arrangements, combined 
     with handmade decorative planters, to create gifts to honor and remember recipients selected by our 
     community leaders.  These gifts will be distributed to elderly placement facilitates, abused and 
     neglected children’s association, and many more organizations that benefit our community.  This will 
     teach students the value of compassion, empathy, and perseverance, in overcoming obstacles in their 
     own lives.  Academic issues will be addressed within the project. 
      $4449

8. My Science.com – Carrie Halfman – Rusk Elementary School – Campus-wide

The campus-wide project will create an excitement of learning across all campus grade levels while increasing student participations and retention of scientific topics and vocabulary in order to raise TAKS Science scores through technological integration into the classroom.  The project content will be flexible and can easily address any future subject areas of concern. 
  
$2107
9. ON THE AIR LIVE! AT PEASE – Kelly Albright – Pease Magnet – Campus – wide
As a communication school, we operate a daily television news show.  When possible, classes at all grade levels create video products to culminate units studied.  Two original cameras purchased at the creation of this concept are now outdated and function marginally.  New technology requires new equipment to remain abreast of the newest and best practices.   New cameras will allow more students to learn to use the cameras and edit works on the computer.  

$660

10. Where in the World Are Questers? – Carolyn Hooper – Carver – Kindergarten Team

District-wide kindergarten students who are in the top 5% of their class need opportunities to challenge their intellectual abilities through academic rigor.   This unit will provide multiple opportunities to meet intellectual and social needs through concluding and generalizing.  Connections will be made to knowledge of our world through literature, science, social studies and math.  

            $4833
11. A Visual Effect in Spanish Class – Juan Dominguez – Midland High School –  Spanish Team 

We live in a society that utilizes technology on a daily basis.  As educators, we want to expose our students to a different method of learning by using technology.  My wife won an ACTIVE BOARD by Promethean and gave it to me, but I am unable to use it because I do not have a projector.  The ACTIVE BOARD is an excellent tool to use to have my students interact and engage in the lesson.  Without the projector, I will not be able to use the ACTIVE BOARD.  
      $749
12. Sensational Science Surroundings – Lisa Moore – Bonham Elementary School – Campus-wide
Children are visual and kinesthetic learners who learn by seeing and doing things repeatedly.  Many of our science supplies are used once and returned to the science center.  By creating an environment where students are surrounded by science supplies on a daily basis and teaching these concepts themselves, they will become more excited about science. 

$1060

13. Lady Butterflies – Erica Dangerfield – Jones Elementary – Individual Class
Watch the metamorphosis happen!  Ten girls on a journey to become something they never imagined

they could become -- young ladies.  This is the second request granted for this program. The first semester of this program showed the needs that most of us take for granted.  For example, only one participant had ever seen a table set for dinner, which, she saw the only time, she dinned out at the Olive Garden. Their parents called the school to find our why they wanted to set the table at home!   None of the girls had ever worn a dress.  These simple niceties of society have not been taught to these children. In one semester, the girls showed improvement in classroom behavior, ability to demonstrate knowledge in various settings, ability to name several colleges they would like to attend, ability to list various support systems, and ability to speak in front of an audience.  

 
$2000

14. Eager Einsteins: Developing Young Inquisitive Minds – Jana Little – West Early Childhood Center  

Campus-wide

In order to build a strong foundation in science, early childhood education requires hands-on, tangible 

      supplies that can be observed and manipulated.  When children are exposed to scientific principals in 

      the natural setting of their classrooms and a science lab, they will become comfortable with scientific 

      procedures and terminology. 
$4854
15. Going, Going, Gone Native – Jana Little – West Early Childhood Center – Campus-wide

By having a school-wide recycling collections, including but not limited to, old tires, cell phones, ink cartridges, newspapers and plastic bottles -  by creating a compost heap and by planting and maintaining a native garden, students and families, will be introduced to sound ecological projects and philosophies.  

$1272
