Midland ISD Education Foundation

Grants For Great Ideas - Innovative Classroom Teaching Grant

2009-2010 Award Recipients 

1. Celebrations of Light- MISD’s Annual Storytelling Festival - Dr. Patty Smith -District - $5000

In addition to festival days and special events, Celebrations of Light joyfully and successfully merges the universally appealing art form of storytelling with educational priorities of building students’ academic confidence, improving their writing expertise, and increasing their performance on state-mandated tests. Students learn that they all possess stories worth sharing. 

2. Lego League - - NXT Robotics - Dennis Haynie - District - $4972
Lego League is an engaging course designed to kindle a passion to learn in students that have struggled in the past.  Robotics is increasingly used as a vehicle for teaching key science, technology engineering, language arts, and mathematics concepts. It is exciting, students love it, it is easy for teachers to implement, and accompanying activities meet state and national standards.  Students will receive one high school credit in Robotics I.  

3. We Can Do - With - WeDo: 21st Century Learning With Robotics - Dennis Haynie - District -$6706

WeDo is a new product that facilitates a hands-on, minds-on learning experience that redefines robotics for elementary school students. The WeDo concept is based on a 20+ year learning approach that actively involves students in their own learning process and promotes children’s creative thinking, teamwork, and problem solving skills - skills that are essential in the workplace of the 21st century.  
4. Hands-on-Geometry - Lois McCarty - Midland High School - $3708

The more a student is actively engaged in learning math, the more the student will learn.  With this premise, the math department is requesting materials to increase student activity in geometry; 3-d models, Miras, locking cubes, and Mobile Presenters.  The visual and tactile aspect of these items would enable students to achieve the depth of understanding that is necessary for the TAKS math test. 
5. Future Scientists of America Lab Days - Chris Bryant - Robert E. Lee High School - $2610
Science can be a difficult subject for students to grasp.  With the Future Scientists of America Lab Days, we want to make science exciting, fun, and achievable.  Fifth grade students from area elementary schools will assist 10th - 12th graders in performing various lab experiments. The high school students will be responsible for teaching the fifth graders about specific contents and themes.  
6. Drumming for Academic Success - Sandi Gillette - Henderson Elementary - $4867
I would like to expose my elementary students to the joy of playing instruments.  They will learn to play drums in a drum circle.  The drum circle activities require the students to be focused and remain focused - working as a team.  These skills strengthen student problem solving and critical thinking skills adding to over all academic achievement and school success. 

7. Pegasus Rising - LEGO Robotics and Beyond! - Curt Cowdrey - San Jacinto Jr. High - $5928

Technology advancement is rapid, new discoveries made daily.  Our students are experienced in using a variety of technology; we should tap into these modern skills and challenge our students in new ways.  LEGO Robotics will provide students an opportunity to develop higher order thinking, problem solving and teamwork skills.  

8. To Infinity and Beyond! - Lisa LeClear - Bonham Elementary - $867

Capturing and engaging intermediate readers can be extremely difficult unless the reading material is of high interest to students.  This project will foster individuality through supplying each student with a year’s subscription of National Geographic Explorer magazine.  This magazine will excite students with high interest science and social studies nonfiction text and build academic vocabulary.  It will also give each student a sense of ownership and anticipation as they wait for the next magazine to arrive. There is no limit to learning when students are engaged and motivated to read. 

9. Read to Succeed - Lisa LeClear - Bonham Elementary - 2500

Guided reading is highly effective in elementary classrooms - it has been implemented in the primary grades K-3rd for many years.  The need arises when trying to match students with books of interest. The guided reading selection in the library is very limited.  Students want to read novels that are current and highly publicized. This project is based on high interest text that students want to commit to reading and enjoy while doing so while learning in a small group.  

10. Lady Butterflies - Erica Dangerfield - Jones Elementary - $2000

Ten girls on a journey to become something they never imagined they could be - - young ladies.
Based on “A Framework for Understanding Poverty” by Ruby K. Payne, PhD she explains the rational behind teaching children of poverty the middle class rules as well as exposing them to a world bigger than their own.  

11. Buddy Bear Bags - Stacy O’Hearn - Bunche Early Childhood Center - $7099
To increase parent involvement and engage parents in children’s literacy development, we will implement Take Home Literacy Bags for students.  This will encourage reading at home, stimulate cognitive development, and inspire confidence as readers and writers.

12. Adopt a Legacy - Rebecca Borrego - Bunche Early Childhood Center - $869

To teach our students respect and caring for others, we would like to do a community project where we adopt a community center and visit monthly to encourage respect for the elderly. 

13. To Read or Not To Read - Maria Mata - Crockett Elementary - $930 
The main objective is to lay a strong foundation in the student’s primary language that later leads to a more successful transition to English.  Estrellita Accelerated Beginning Spanish reading serves as that bridge to English by providing students with a better path to their goal.  

14. Two Peas in a Pod - Trina Springer - District - $6417

Students and iPods go together like two peas in a pod - inseparable.  Students can front-load weekly vocabulary, video, and content making new associations by watching and listening to video and other class material.  They upload in the library and the teacher downloads in the class.  Do not confine these students to your learning - for they were born in a different time. 
15. Explore, Experience, Engineer - Trina Springer - District - $2780  

Many times students do not understand a concept until they DO or EXPERIENCE it firsthand.  Global Positioning System Receivers (GPSR’s) can be an effective and engaging technology tool to help students FINALLY understand some concepts in math, science, social studies, and technology that may have escaped them.  Using a GPS unit will allow students to experience learning in a completely new way by understanding the practical uses of math and science in daily work applications.  
16. Monsters of the Odyssey - Susan Odom - Midland Freshman High School - $605

Students will recreate creatures from The Odyssey using Styrofoam wig heads, paper Mache, paint, clay, hot glue, and fake hair.  It can be difficult to get students engaged in learning, especially when the story is an ancient epic.  When students are challenged to “make” the monsters in the story, they get excited about reading and look forward to closer analysis in order to discover the meaning and purpose of the character. 
