Midland ISD Education Foundation

2010 – 2011 Grants For Great Ideas

1. The Tower of Babel - Midland High School, Foreign Languages, 1,100 Students,          Pamela Young -  $5,113.00

In an increasingly international world, where accurate communication can make or break a business deal or diplomatic understanding, the study of languages has become more than an elective.  It now ranks among the critical skills for the 21st century. The best way to learn a language is to immerse oneself in that language in a country where it is spoken.  However, financial considerations prohibit that in the classroom.  The next best way for total immersion is to listen to native speakers in the classroom and online.  Via the internet, teachers can reproduce a field trio to another country that will motivate students to use the language and succeed in their language classrooms. It allows daily exposure to interactive language that otherwise would not be available.   
2. Celebrations of Light 2010 – District,  Storytelling & Writing,    11,661 Students,        Dr. Patty Smith -  $5,000.00
In addition to festival days and special events, Celebrations of Light joyfully and successfully merges the universally appealing art form of storytelling with educational priorities of building students’ academic confidence, improving their writing expertise, and increasing their performance on state-mandated tests. Students learn that they all possess stories worth sharing.  
3. Learning on the Llano -  District  4th,            Science,                       1,700 Students,           Katie Dove -  $   925.00

The Sibley Nature Center is a wonderful local resource for students that are, “dedicated to increasing awareness of the natural and historical environment of the Southern Llano Estacado.”  Through a variety of experiences and programs the center educates students on the importance of maintaining and preserving our local resources. 
4. Spectacular Spectrum Learning –  5th  Science, 200 Students, South, Lamar, Milam, Crockett, DeZavala        $1,162.50 

Increasingly, the students attending school at MISD are shown to have little or no prior experiences in the subject area of Science. Spectacular Spectrum Learning will give students the opportunity to not only experience a museum but also gain valuable knowledge of Science through over 250 hands on activities and experiments.  
5. Picture This! –  Greathouse Kinder, Reading and Language Arts,    22 Students,    Michaela Turner -   $1,059.94

I want to motivate students of all abilities to utilize their imagination, oral language skills, and develop good writing and reading habits. This project will bring a camera into the classroom to enhance these skills by using pictures of students in a variety of settings so they may create stories about themselves.  

6. A Texas Two-Step Through Time – District 4th, Social Studies,      1,676 Students           Eileen Corley -   $5,028.00
MISD 4th grade students receive a guided tour and puppet show at the Permian Basin Petroleum Museum. In addition to reading from history books, children learn best through hands-on and visual presentations.  The Museum staff and volunteers work together to provide a quality-learning environment that complements students’ classroom curriculum.  
7. iLeo-Ole! –     Bunche EEC             Emergent Literacy,    440 Students,  Rebecca Borrego  -                      $1,898.83

iLeo-Ole! Means “I read – Hooray!” This excitement can be fostered in young bilingual children by providing them with alphabet books in their native language.  Giving children their own alphabet books can also create an opportunity for parent involvement, facilitate comprehension of print concepts, introduce alphabet recognition, and build oral language through vocabulary development.  

8. In The News – Bunche EEC, All Subjects & Parent Involvement      440 Students,         Anel Sanchez -  $2,832.50
To encourage the use of information text, teachers and students will use “mini” magazines to learn about current events, while reinforcing basic math and literacy skills.  Students will have the opportunity to take the magazine home and share information with families.  Families will also be provided with a Parent and Child magazine. 
9. Changing Our Place In The World Through Navigational Systems – Carver, 294 Students,   Carolyn Hooper                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        District-wide 2nd, 3rd , and 4th grade gifted students will challenge their intellectual abilities by merging a study of global positioning systems with the study of their place in their immediate surroundings as well as their place in the world.  This study will utilize latest camera, computer and navigational technology to allow students to explore systems and discover the changes created by use of this equipment.                                                                                                                                                                                                        $5,500.00

. 

10. Mathematical Mystery Town and Math Quest –Summer 4th-8th -  Math   60 Students   Susan Hair -   
                                                                                                                                                                                       $6,726.00                      
MISD, in conjunction with Texas State University, will implement our first summer camp with a goal of preparing students for algebra at an early age.  Students will learn new mathematical ideas while having fun acting and working together.  The camp curriculum utilizes graphing calculators, which is our need.  
11. Teenage Public Service Announcement Campaign -Early College HS, Teen Issues 213 Students Karen Murdock -    
                                                                                                                                                                                  $     399.98
We have several teen specific issues in Midland that need to be addressed.  Dangerous Driving, Teen Pregnancy, Teen Drug Abuse, Technology Bullying, Teen Dropouts… these are just a few of the important issues Midland teens struggle with every day.  This project proposes addressing these issues from teen’s voices and perspective. The students will brainstorm the top issues they know their peers are dealing with.  They will design their own Public Service Announcements addressing these top teen issues.  Students will be more receptive to the messages because they come from peers and thus change their behavior.                                                                                                                
12. There Is No Business Like Show Business –                                                                        Brittany Duncan -  $11,000.00                                                                                                                                                  District K-12 Theatre,Band, Choir, Orchestra, Art, Dance-   4,000 Students 

 Of all the community offerings Midland I.S.D. makes, the most glaring omission is in the area of musical theatre. Producing a large scale, district-wide musical would allow Fine Arts instructors in the areas of Theatre, Choir, Orchestra, Band, Dance and Art to come together, across the district to offer their own area of expertise to a common vision like nothing else before.  This would expose students to varying levels and styles of instruction in a field they are, as yet, unfamiliar.  A district-wide musical would truly be a unifying, community based Fine Arts offering.                           

13. Explore, Experience, Engineer II –  3rd-6th, Math & Science               180 Students              Bid Process - $2,632.50

Many times students just don’t understand a concept until they DO or EXPERIENCE it firsthand.  Global Positioning System Receivers (GPSR’s) can be effective and engaging technology tool to help students FINALLY understand some concepts in math, science, social studies, and technology that may have escaped them.  Using a GPS unit will allow students to experience learning in a whole new way. 
14.  Two Peas In a Pod II -  3rd-6th , Math & Science                                   180 Students               Bid Process - $6,446.70

Students and iPods go together like two peas in a pod – inseparable. Students can front-load weekly vocabulary, video, and content making new associations by watching and listening to video and other class materials.  This, at their convenience and as many times as they need in order to understand.  
15. Radical Responders – Bonham 5th & 6th  Social Studies & Science    160 Students -           Lisa Moore -  $5,763.75

In this technological age, students will be using keyboarding skills and computers more and more in education.  Neo2 teaches keyboarding skills, allows for engaged classroom discussions, saves paper by transferring student information directly to the teacher computer, encourages writing skills, and engages students in all subject matter. 
16. Pegasus Has LIFTOFF!!! LEGO Robotics and Beyond - 7th & 8th San Jacinto Jr. High                                                                               

                                                      Newtonian Physics, Space Science                    54 Students         Curt Cowdrey - $5,721.15
 Technology advancement is rapid, new discoveries made daily. Our students are experienced in using a variety of technology, and we will be able to tap into these modern skills and challenge our students in new ways.  LEGO Robotics will provide students an opportunity to develop higher order thinking, problem solving and team work skills.  
